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I. SUMMARY: CHEMICAL HYGIENE PLAN 
 
Purpose 
Daemen University has developed this Chemical Hygiene Plan (CHP) in compliance with the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) Laboratory Standard Rules and 
Regulations. This Laboratory Standard is published as an amendment to 29 CFR 1910, Subpart 
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II. FACILITIES AND SUPERVISION 
 
Description of Facilities 
The Natural Sciences Department has teaching laboratories on the west end of the second and 
third floor of Duns Scotus Hall and on the first floor of Schenck Hall. 



Daemen University Chemical Hygiene Plan 

6 
 

 
Access 
The facilities are for the exclusive use of Daemen staff and students affiliated with and working 
on specifically approved research projects as well as students enrolled in a laboratory course. 
Other use requires approval of the Director of the facility. 
 
 
Orientation to Lab Procedures 
All student users must read the lab procedure guide and attend an orientation session led by a 
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III. LABORATORY PRACTICES 
 
Standard Laboratory Safety Practices 
 

• No eating, drinking or smoking is permitted. 
• Pipetting by mouth is strictly prohibited. 
• Storage of food and drink is limited to non-laboratory areas. 
• Cosmetics and/or lip balm must not be applied in the labs. 
• Proper hygiene includes frequent hand washing, especially prior to leaving the 

laboratory. 
• Lab coats or special clothing required in containment areas must be worn, buttoned, 

in the laboratory and removed when moving outside of the laboratory. 
• Gloves must be worn whenever potentially biohazardous materials are handled. 
• Glass and sharp objects must be disposed of in specially marked containers. 
• Lab benches must be cleaned regularly. In the event of spills or contamination 

cleanup is to be done immediately. 
• Animals not involved in the project are not permitted in the laboratories. 

 
Visitors 
Visitors should be escorted through laboratory facilities and should not enter a laboratory 
without appropriate eyewear, if experiments requiring eye protection are in progress. Only 
approved faculty or staff may escort visitors into lab facilities. 
 
Student Storage 
A limited amount of storage space, mostly in the form of small drawers, is available for student 
use in the laboratories. These drawers should be kept neat and emptied at the end of the 
semester or termination of the research project. Personal belongings left in departmental 
facilities may be discarded. 
 
Phones 
Phones are provided in several laboratory rooms. Students should not routinely make or receive 
calls at the lab. 
 
Eyewear 
Safety glasses must be worn in the Daemen laboratories when instructed by a staff member. 
Safety glasses are provided for student use or may be purchased. Students who repeatedly 
refuse to wear their eye protection will be asked to permanently leave the lab. 
 
Contact lens wearers should exercise caution when working with chemicals, including 
preservatives associated with dissection material. Individuals who wear contacts do so at their 
own risk. 
 
Safety is an overriding concern in all Daemen laboratory activities. As a general rule, anyone 
violating any safety rule or otherwise compromising his or her personal safety or the safety of 
others will be denied future access to the laboratory. These suspensions are at the discretion of 
the department chair, lab coordinators or research director. 
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Laboratory Hazards-Chemical 
Care should be taken in the use of chemicals in our labs. The chemicals we commonly use can 
cause severe burns, tissue damage, organ damage, asphyxiation, and genetic damage if 
improperly used. These chemicals can enter the body by inhalation, ingestion, or absorption 
(either directly through the skin or through gloves) and may have either long or short-term health 
consequences. In addition, improper use of solvents can result in a major fire. 
 
Sources of Chemical Information 
The Materials Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) is a convenient, condensed source for information on 
the properties of any chemical. The MSDS is a federally-mandated document which must be 
supplied by the manufacturer or seller of a chemical. It contains in summary form, the chemical 
composition, the physical and chemical properties, toxicology data, and instructions for 
handling, spill control, and waste disposal. Users should read the MSDS for every chemical 
handled.  
 
Safety data sheets for all chemicals approved for use in the laboratory are available in 
the MSDS binder located in the laboratory (copies available to individuals from the 
departmental secretary in DS 211). Each lab has a listing of all chemicals present in 
the room and the department has a computerized database for all chemicals. Definitions 
associated with terminology associated with MSDS sheets are provided in 
Appendix 1. 
 
Chemical Practice 
All chemicals in current use in the laboratory should be labeled. Users must clearly label 
all containers (beakers, bottles, etc.) with user's name, the chemical name (not formula or short 
hand), date, and time. This will save the staff and users considerable time in identifying 
forgotten or spilled chemicals. 
 
Due to the limited available hood space, chemicals should be removed from the hoods 
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Emergency Response Equipment
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VI. EMERGENCIES 
 
Procedures 
In the event an emergency should arise, the following procedures should be followed: 
 

• If it is of a serious nature that requires police, rescue squad and/or ambulance, dial 911 
immediately. 

• Always call Security at x8246. Give them the precise location and the name of the 
individual(s) involved. Security will assist medical authorities in finding their way around 
campus. It is imperative that Security is alerted to any emergency. 

• If the emergency involves a student, Security will alert the Student Affairs office, as well 
as Susan Girard, Health Services Coordinator, so she can assist the emergency team by 
providing pertinent information (e.g., allergies to medications) in the event the student 
cannot speak for him/herself. Only essential information will be released. Confidentiality 
of health records is safeguarded at all times. 

• In our efforts to maintain confidentiality, individuals should remove themselves from the 
immediate emergency area once assistance has arrived. This will not only give better 
access to rescue personnel, it will help ensure that confidential information is not 
overheard beyond those individuals who need to know. Individuals may be asked to 
complete an accident/incident report for Security. 

• 
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Medical Emergencies 
In medical emergencies, administer first aid, CPR, etc. as appropriate. You should also call 
security. Please explain the type of problem and the type of help requested. Daemen security 
will be able to request additional emergency medical personnel. 
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APPENDIX 2 
 
Daemen Staff Special Responsibilities 
 
Natural Sciences Department Chair: Dr. Diane Ramos 
 
Chemical Safety Officer: Mr. Derrick Swartz 
 


